Sexual definition is a grey area for New York performance
artist Diane Torr. Jane Czyzselska meets the mother who
has disregarded the barriers of womanhood
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New York drag artiste Diane
Torr, The cross-dressing, sex
s no ording

activist mothe

performer. Juggling
motherhood with an in-your-face stage
performance and lecturing on gender and
L'S)I“Clnptinll')' |)L'|'r0|'l'l]'.'|nCL' around the
world, she is something of an anomaly. Best
known in the UK for her Drag King for a
Day workshop where she eaches women to
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Sitting in a smoky downtown cafe, Torr

has just finished a two-hour class for what

she calls ‘physically

reluctant intellectuals’,
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“I call it exercise for “Women are genera”y

eggheads,” she laughs.
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Beckenham Grammar School for Girls, “It
wis be
in a now soft state-side drawl. “Actually,”
she confesses, “my home life wasn't really
conducive to study. At the time, my mother
was dying of cancer and I was living with an
alcoholic Father, So 1 was wagging school
and writing counterfeit notes but that's the
reason 1 gave o my father,” adding
rider, “people did ridicule my accent though,
which made me an outc
For Torr, Scottish propriety is a marked
contrast to the daily bustle of her native
New York, where people make it their
business to inconvenience others in order to
et by, “New York is
about food, rent and
work, It's a tough ciry.'
But it is also a diverse

1ise of my Scottish accent,” she says

h my students o perceived as and exotic city where
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facilitators, the invisible her performing career,

can develop lubricant that keepS Torr was something
ical images.” of a wail when she
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When we look at our thlngS ﬂOWII‘Ig a'Ong arrived in New York,
reflections in a mirror, 20 years ago. Drifting

argues Torr, we have a

one-dimensional image of the body. By
visualising the appearance of the bones and
muscles, we can begin to change the interior
image we have of ourselves.

Torr was born in Aberdeen, but moved 1o
Kent at the age of 15, where she was viewed
by her contemporaries as radical. Her
rebellious streak has its roots in her teenage

in and out of the
underground scenes, she hung out with the
likes of cult punk figure Richard Hell and
beat poet Eileen Myles. She spent her time
modelling in art schools and dreaming up
unusual money-making scheme:
lucrative employment was as a go-go dancer
in working men’s bars in the late Allen
Ginsburg's hometown of Patterson, New
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attern Diane Torr will be performing as part of the
It's Queer Up North showcase on May 10 at
Blooms Hotel, Bloom St, Manchester. For
tickets and details about forthcoming
workshops call: 0161 228 1998 and at
London's Queer Club Duckie on May 17.

It is
that lies bely
shop. W

ora Day
0 Lake the we

t martter,” Torr adds




